State flag finds way to battlefield

By Sharee Miller

Redstone Arsenal, October 13, 2004 -- An Alabama State flag will soon fly in the Global War on Terrorism’s Theater of Operations.
During a recent visit to Afghanistan, Maj. Gen. Jim Pillsbury, Commander of Aviation and Missile Command and Redstone Arsenal, stopped in to visit with a local Reserve unit based in Birmingham -- a Chinook crew, F Company 131st Aviation Unit.
Of the 62 action items brought back to be worked throughout Team Redstone, getting a flag for the unit seemed to be a menial task. But to the Soldiers who are away from their families and friends, it means a small piece of Alabama is there with them.
It wasn’t enough to just send a flag. The command contacted Gov. Bob Riley’s office and the flag was flown over the capitol building in Montgomery on July 26 in honor of the unit’s support of Operation Enduring Freedom before sending it to Redstone.

At an Oct. 6 ceremony, Pillsbury presented the flag to Sgt. Heath Ferry to take back with him when he returns to his unit.
“People like this young man are making it happen,” Pillsbury said, “They are doing great things, catching the bad guys and helping the people of a war-torn county register for their first national election. They are making history.”

National elections were held for the first time last week with more than 10,000 people registering to vote.  

Ferry, a flight engineer, is home on a few weeks of much needed R&R. He has been overseas for nine months, leaving behind a wife and two little girls.  
“To be able to take back this flag to my unit feels good. It will give us a feeling of home,” he said.

Ferry was active duty for 13 years before starting his civilian career at Redstone as an Aepco contractor, supporting the Utility Helicopter Project Office. He was a civilian for less than a year when he was called back to military service.  
“It has been an interesting, frightening and exciting year,” he said. “Conditions are extremely harsh. It is very hot in the summer, mountainous and dusty.  It will put a lot of wear and tear on the body and equipment.”
Ferry’s wife, Cathy, said she believes in what he’s doing.  She said she couldn’t have made it this far without the support she has received from the Waiting Spouses Group and Whitesburg Baptist Church. Her Sunday school class has sent supplies including a hand crank washing machine, boxes of food and many cards and letters to deployed Soldiers.
It will probably be another six months before Ferry and his unit will return to the United States.
